Mandibular osteomas in sporadic colorectal carcinoma. A genetic marker.
Pantomography of the mandible was performed in 98 patients with sporadic colorectal adenocarcinoma. Twenty-eight patients (29%) had osteomas versus 5% in a control group (P < 0.001). Mandibular osteomas are found in most patients with the premalignant dominant syndrome familial adenomatous polyposis. Sporadic colorectal cancer examinations of married couples have shown that diet has only a moderate influence on the development of colorectal cancer, whereas pedigree studies indicate a genetic component. On this basis we conclude that mandibular osteomas are probably genetic markers of the development of sporadic colorectal carcinoma.